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ABOUT this time a firm of merchants having
dealings with the East put on the market little
paper flowers which opened on touching water.
As it was the custom also to use finger-bowls at
the end of dinner, the new discovery was found
of excellent service. In these sheltered lakes the
little coloured flowers swam and slid; surmounted
smooth slippery waves, and sometimes foundered
and lay like pebbles on the glass floor. Their
fortunes were watched by eyes intent and lovely.
It is surely a great discovery that leads to the
union of hearts and foundation of homes. The
paper flowers did no less.

It must not be thought, though, that they
ousted the flowers of nature. Roses, lilies, carna-
tions in particular, looked over the rims of vases
and surveyed the bright lives and swift dooms
of their artificial relations. Mr. Stuart Ormond
made this very observation ; and charming it
was thought; and Kitty Craster married him
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